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Welcome to St James’ class! 
Autumn Term One 

 
Hello, 

We hope you have had a fantastic summer. We are super excited to begin this term with St James and get back into our school routine! We are 
looking forward to getting to know all of the lovely children. Mrs Stanhope is beginning her teacher training this year, so as the year 

progresses, she will be leading the class at certain points in the week, as will I. On a Tuesday afternoon, Mrs Stanhope will be covering my PPA 
time, and neither of us will be in school on a Thursday. The class will be taught by Miss Lambe every Thursday alongside Mrs Wilson, please 

message the appropriate staff if needed, so that urgent messages are picked up.  
 

Topic 
This term in St James’ class we are exploring a new topic entitled ‘Marvellous Me.’ This topic allows us to explore both the history of our toys 

including what they look like now and what they looked like in the past. As well as what we notice around us when we are with babies, 
children, and adults. We will be using some of our own experiences to compare our own families to families in the past and look at the 

similarities and differences between the two.  
 

Reading and Literacy  
We will be having a ‘book of the week/month’ which will be a fantastic opportunity to encourage reading and the love of books with the 

children. To start the term off, we will be looking at ‘Dogger’ by Shirley Hughes, a wonderful story to encourage the children’s imagination. This 
will also be the basis of our class assembly on ….. 

Over the course of the term, we will be exploring recounts, narratives- looking at settings and looking at the features of letters. 
Please ensure that your child is reading at home every night, as well as recording their reading in their reading records. Sharing books are 

brought home by Year 2 and changed on Wednesday, with the Wandle E-books available on Friday. Year 3 children will take AR tests 
throughout the week with books usually being changed by Wednesday so please ensure these are being brought back into school. Spellings 

will be sent home on a Friday with homework, spelling tests are the following Friday mornings. 
 

Maths 
Our maths work will be starting off by looking at adding and subtracting two-digit numbers and ones. We will be covering measurements of 

money, writing, and reading numbers in word and numeral form and estimation. As the weeks go on, we are going to be looking at properties 
of shapes, underpinning the core skills behind multiplication and division and beginning work on Fractions. Throughout our maths lessons, we 

will be ensuring that we are attempting challenges, using previous SATs maths questions, and also starting our lessons off with some 
arithmetic. 

Science 
St James’ will be taking part in very exciting science lessons on a Friday afternoon. This term we are going to look at animals including humans, 

thinking about senses, and how we use them! 
  

P.E 
Within P.E. this term we shall be focusing on activities on a Wednesday and another curriculum area with JB Sports on a Friday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school with their PE kit on those days if they are not keeping them in school, although we encourage PE kits 
to be left in school now. Please also ensure that your child does not wear earrings and that long hair is tied up on PE days. 

 
Homework 

Year 2 - Your child will receive one piece of either English or Maths each week. Please return blue files by Wednesday for marking. 
Spellings are on class story on Friday evenings and also stuck into reading records for practice. The children and tested on a Friday 

AM. 
Year 3 – Your child will receive one piece of English and Maths per week. Please return blue files by Wednesday for marking. 

Spellings are on class story on Friday and also stuck into reading records for practice. The children are tested on a Friday. 
Homework will be sent out on a Friday and should be returned the following Wednesday. 

Each half term, we will send home topic themed homework. 
 

It will be an exciting and busy term!  
 

Many Thanks, 

Mrs Gilliard, Mrs Stanhope, and Mrs Wilson       
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